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Bicoll News – 2011 

 

Welcome to the 2011 edition of Bicoll News.  

 

The last weeks of 2010 have probably become hectic for most of us – as always with the last 

quarter of a year in sight. 

Shortly before the year's end, one of Bicoll's partners could announce the successful closure of a 

2.7 Mio € European grant - based on the successful delivery of active compounds by Bicoll as 

well as our MedChem competence for a predecessor project of de-orphanising an orphan drug 

receptor. Furthermore we could also contribute to the success of one of our US partners. They 

got bought by a bigger pharmaceutical company and we still go on in the MedChem collaboration 

initially based on the synthesis of a 1.000 compound focus library.  
 

But of course we are all looking ahead to 2011 now: Planning strategic decisions, discussing 

development in research and initiating the implementation of novel technical innovations or new 

business contacts, where we believe to deliver added value to our partners and customers. 

As usual, Bicoll is starting the New Year with a snapshot of topics that were moving us in 2010. 

And as always we would like to thank you, our loyal customers, partners and friends for your 

ongoing support and trust in Bicoll's business. 
 

We are looking forward to hearing from you and meeting you in 2011. 

Most sincerely, 

 

 

 

Dr. Kai Lamottke    Dr. Christian Haug 

Managing Director    Managing Director 

 

TOPICS  
Successful joint research project on aurora kinase inhibitors with EMBL (European 
Molecular Biology Laboratory)  
 
Grant from Shanghai Science Technology Committee for Bicoll Biotechnology 
(Shanghai) Co. Ltd. 
 
Enlargement of analytical department and medicinal chemistry team  
 

What to expect from Bicoll in 2011 – extension of drug discovery cooperations; 
celebration of 10 years anniversary of Bicoll Group 
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Successful joint research project on aurora kinase inhibitors with EMBL (European 
Molecular Biology Laboratory)  

 

 

 Together with EMBL, the renowned international and inter-governmental research 

organisation, focusing on molecular biology and biophysics, Bicoll announced in June 2010 the 

successful completion of a joint research project on the identification of active compounds as 

inhibitors of aurora kinases. 

For a research project on aurora kinases, which receive great attention as possible anticancer 

drug targets, the EMBL research group of Dr. Joe Lewis, Head of Chemical Biology Core Facility 

at EMBL Heidelberg, has been searching for novel aurora kinase inhibitors supplementing 

already known clinical aurora kinase inhibitors such as VX680.  

The identification of promising compounds was based on the screening of ProfilesTM from 

BICOLL’s highly diversified library of plant metabolites. 

 

BICOLL provided a set of 1,000 Profiles™ (equals around 3-10.000 different small molecules) 

from its proprietary small molecule natural product library to EMBL's robust biochemical 

screening program, which resulted in 18 hit clusters showing specific kinase activity. Because of 

the unexpected high hit rate of 2%, the group of EMBL researchers elected to focus on 4 hit 

clusters for isolation and structure elucidation. 

BICOLL identified and structurally elucidated two pure compounds with interesting structural 

motifs for further development programs. Subsequent investigation of Bicoll’s pure natural 

compound database, using the newly found structural motifs, additionally led to the testing in 

EMBL's protein-protein interaction test. Additional compounds for further structure-activity-

relationship could be identified.  

  

You may want to read more here.  

http://www.bicoll-group.com/downloads-pr/100622_Bicoll_EMBL_Aurora_Kinase_Inhibitor_ENGLISH.pdf 

 
 
Grant from Shanghai Science Technology Committee for Bicoll Biotechnology (Shanghai) 
Co. Ltd. 

 

 

 The Shanghai Science Technology Committee awarded a grant to Bicoll Biotechnology 

(Shanghai) Co. Ltd. in February 2010. It encourages further investment in science and technology 

and supports intensified collaboration with local institutes and universities in Zhangjiang Hi-tech 

Park Pudong, Shanghai.  

In recent years Bicoll invested many efforts in the development of innovative solutions for divers 

customers to get ahead their drug discovery and medicinal chemistry projects. The cooperation 

with local institutes in Zhangjiang Hi-Tech Park is a key factor to this development. Continuously 

increasing competencies and staff to stay most effective for our customers is a key factor for 

Bicoll. Hence the company also positioned itself as modern employer for life science experts as 

well as young talents in Shanghai in the field of small and medium sized companies. With this 

grant awarded to Bicoll Biotechnology (Shanghai) Co. Ltd., the committee acknowledges 
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innovative natural product lead discovery activities as well as engagement in science, technology 

development and employment in Zhangjiang Hi-Tech Park Pudong, Shanghai. 

 

You may want to read more here.  

http://www.bicoll-group.com/downloads-pr/100222_Bicoll_Grant_ENGLISH.pdf 

 
 
Enlargement of analytical department and medicinal chemistry team 

 

 

 In 2010 we were extending our analytical department serving our business units Drug 

discovery from Natural Products and Medicinal Chemistry. In addition the increasing demand for 

sophisticated synthesis technologies was driving us to re-increase our highly educated team of 

medicinal chemists in 2010 as well. At Bicoll around 40 employees are now committed to 

discover novel, active small molecules for the development of the next generation of innovative 

drugs, agrochemicals, nutraceuticals and cosmeceuticals in strong partnerships.  

 
 
What to expect from Bicoll in 2011 – extension of drug discovery cooperations; 
celebration of 10 years anniversary of Bicoll Group 

 

 

 Leveraging biodiversity to discover novel medicines has solid precedent and proven 

commercial success. Bicoll will continue to position itself to bring this paradigm to a renaissance 

through its quantum leap approach and technology advancement.  

Thus we will continue in entering in numerous, valuable co-operations with academia and renown 

and rising companies from the pharmaceutical and biotechnology sectors. As in 2010 you might 

meet us at divers conferences and events – please check our conference calendar regularly.   

 

2011 will also be Bicoll Groups 10th anniversary. On Dec 1st, 2000 Bicoll GmbH was founded in 

Munich, Germany, one of Europe's most interesting biotech "hotspots" at this time. Bicoll’s six 

founding members started with the mission to accelerate the developing process of new drug 

candidates. Only half a year later, the foundation of Bicoll Biotechnology (Shanghai) Co. Ltd., 

P.R. China took place. The Sino part of the company still is a 100% subsidiary of Bicoll GmbH. 

Bicoll Group’s growth was speeded up by a public-private-partnership project with the Deutsche 

Investitions- und Entwicklungsgesellschaft mbH (DEG) starting in July 2001. The project was 

successfully completed in December 2003. 

Today, 10 challenging but successful years lay behind us: Bicoll is a biopharmaceutical company, 

offering pre-clinical support in the area of Drug Discovery from Natural Products and Medicinal 

Chemistry with more than 40 scientists and administrative officers dedicated to the discovery and 

optimization of the highest quality lead compounds.   

We hope to stay in contact with you as much as possible, so don’t miss to call, send e-mails or 

visit our research facilities in Shanghai/ China and the headquarters in Munich/ Germany. We are 

looking forward to hearing from you. 


